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WITH PIC: Fang 8/17

FANG GONG, an active member of Friends of the Library and long-
term volunteer for Livingston Public Library, gathered signatures 
for her Board of Education candidacy. Shown here with Nora Lich-
tenstein, Superintendent Designee and Strategic Planning Committee 
Chairperson of the Livingston Public Library Board of Trustees, the 
photo underscores Fang’s unwavering dedication to education and 
our cherished local library. Championing “Excellence, Empathy, 
and Equity,” you can discover more about Fang’s campaign at www.
Fang4LBOE.com.
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privately 
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homewatch caregivers 
of south orange

CALL US TODAY AT (973)-810-0110 
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.homewatchcaregivers.com/south-orange/

We provide peace of mind,
knowing your loved one is cared

for by someone who has been
fully vetted, trained, and has the

right skills and personality.

Screening & Annual Background Checks

RN Supervision, Direction, & Training 

Skills Assessment

Back Up/ Replacement Caregiver

24/7 Support 

Navigating Long Term Care Insurance

Worker's Compensation Coverage

During its Monday, August 14, 
Township Council meeting, an or-
dinance was introduced to amend 
the township code with respect to its 
expression of government speech. An 
amendment was previously made to 
the code in regard to the Town Hall 
flag pole. The change now mentions, 
more generally, the “township’s public 
display areas,” to cover other parts of 
town, including an area at the South 
Livingston Avenue/Northfield Road 
intersection, which holds a town-

Town Council Introduces Ordinance
To Expand “Government Speech”

supported banner a few months out 
of the year, and around the Living-
ston Oval. 

During the conference meeting 
prior to the regular meeting vote, 
township attorney Jarrid Kantor said 
the public display areas are an “ex-
pression of our (the town’s) speech, 
not the speech of the residents.”

At the start of the year, a resolution 
was unanimously passed to permit 
certain flags to be raised during the 
year as an expression of government 

speech. The listed flags were for 
Black History Month, Juneteenth, 
PRIDE, National Hispanic Heritage, 
and the national flags of Italy, India, 
and Israel. The list is not exclusive, 
and additional flags may be added. 
These flags were part of the resolu-
tion because they have been previ-
ously raised by the township.

The resolution was a response to a 
Supreme Court decision related to a 
flag pole in Boston, in which the city 
denied a request to fly a Christian flag 

outside of City Hall. The Supreme 
Court determined the denial was a 
violation of free speech. This resolu-
tion seeks to avoid a similar situation 
in Livingston. 

Resident Justin Alpert objected 
to the resolution in January, and did 
so again during Monday’s meeting, 
questioning the legitimacy of the 
term “government speech.”

“We’re just trying to protect 
the residents of this town,” Mayor 
Michael Vieira said during the con-
ference meeting, in regard to the 
ordinance. 

The ordinance will have a final 
hearing during the September 7 
Council meeting.

Beating the August Heat at Haines Pool
Don Schwartz and
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Your Stories.
We tell the stories of the people in our community through words, photos 

and videos. Because telling our area’s story isn’t just about CEOs and Town 

Councils. It’s about everyday individuals that make up our local culture, We 

meet the parents and the grandparents. The small business owners. The 

local heroes who inspire us. The athletes we cheer and the games we live 

for. The chefs, artists, and musicians that feed our minds and our appetites. 

Their unique lives make the stories we deliver to you.

Livingston is a wonderful place to call home and the Tribune is thankful to 

be your local news source. We don’t just deliver a newspaper, we bring you 

the stories of our community, in print, online and via social media.
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